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This tip sheet reflects code requirements for the installation of energy storage systems, also could be known as

a power wall or battery storage systems, under the 2021 International Residential Code ...

NFPA 855, Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems, contains requirements for the

installation of energy storage systems (ESS).

NFPA is keeping pace with the surge in energy storage and solar technology by undertaking initiatives

including training, standards development, and research so that various stakeholders can safely ...

According to Section 170.2 (h) of the Energy Code, an installed ESS system is not mandatory for low-rise

residential buildings; it is only required for buildings with more than three habitable stories.

While NFPA 855 is a standard and not a code, its provisions are enforced by NFPA 1, Fire Code, in which

Chapter 52 outlines requirements, along with references to specific sections in NFPA 855.

Under the 2025 Energy Code, a battery energy storage system is defined as stationary equipment that receives

electrical energy and then use batteries to store that energy for later use to supply electrical ...

You have four options for siting ESS in a residential setting: an enclosed utility closet, basement, storage or

utility space within a dwelling unit with finished or noncombustible walls or ...

This webpage includes information from first responder and industry guidance as well as background

information on battery energy storage systems (challenges &  fires), BESS installation ...

Storing and smoothing renewable electricity generation --Energy storage can provide greater and more

effective use of intermittent solar and wind energy resources.

This safety standard, developed by firefighters, fire protection professionals, and safety experts, provides
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comprehensive requirements and guidance on the design, installation, and operation of energy ...
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